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1. The approximate number of politi eal prasoners in Parag way as of 2 Augus, 
198 is as follows: 


Aa In ed Jail in aguas cig hs 


(0) besmniists ‘ 200 
re ” ye . tae, 
a ® te) Political privomers offer oh ay. “§ 786 
= ,.% F RB. In military preace of Pens Hermosa 


Co In jails in toms in interior 


: Appreximate ‘ot bal number of political prisouers in 
- Paraguay, including coMmunLs tet 2250 
a Of the estimated . 600° non=comuur, “ist politic al pr che oa, ty ars 
: | diberals, many. of whore are caudil ilos Sven She ir BecGial ius NawoOwY 
are Febreristas, Many of tadsé Have heen iA ~2ll' simee the coup of 13 
= January 197, when the Colorades custed the Feb: Svom the coalities 
- govermment. The remaini nz. pra soners are dem Crete Golorades and miscel~. 
laneous persons, | 
chess 2, the following statistles cover a period of L& days fron 9 Jane L9h6 throng 
* 25 duly obs 
: A. Total number polits ical D risoners arrested - 
B. ‘Total number > poll Vical prisoners released om | 
: Co Total number persons ordered to leave 
: country for political reasons o ER 
a D. Total muber persons ordered confined to. 
as interior fer Petes reasons a he ’ 
ae #Or ‘these, 25 were ne ver pat in + ait and were yeleased Uithin &S hours fro 


the ae they were arres 


eS 


“This ae includes the 25 per eens mentioned above as being freed within 


“48 hours from the time they were arvested. 
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The authority for issuing these arbitrary orders of arrest, exile and 
confinement may come from any one of several of the strong men in the 
government, but usually come from the Chief of the Asuncion Capits! Poliss, 
the Minister of Interior, or Chief of Investigations of the Asuncion Po~ 
lice. The orders are carried out by agents of the Division of Investiga- 
tions. Wo legal process is issved in most cases. i Se 


These statistics cover a period of relative quiet in Peraguayan oli tice’ ee 


affairs, 
“Phe considerable number by which releases of political priscners exceedet 
the number arrested is interesting in view of Provisional President Manu a, 
Frutos? campaign of pacification in the country after he assumed office on 
3 June 19h8. 


The conditions wder which these political prisoners live in the Public 


Jail are notoriously bad. They are quartered in the seme place ‘tith the 
- approximately 350 criminal prisoners of the country. : 


On 12 July 1918 the newspaper La Tribuna published a press release of th: 


government Office of Information which stated that President-Mlect Natal’cic 
Gonzales had been interviewed by a reporter from La Critica of Buenos Mists. 


"Responding to a question as to the number of political prisoners, he re 
Plied, *None. The only prisoners are those who have committed commen 
erimes,?" 
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